General Assembly Substitute Bill No. 5125

January Session, 2001

AN ACT CONCERNING VOTING TECHNOLOGY, THE STATE-WIDE
CENTRALIZED VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM AND THE
PREVENTION OF FRAUD IN THE USE OF PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. (NEW) (a) The same type of voting machine shall be used
2 in all voting districts at all elections, primaries and referenda held
3 pursuant to title 9 of the general statutes and conducted by voting
4  machine, except (1) during any period in which a new type of voting
5 machine is being phased in, or (2) as provided in subsection (d) of this
6  section.

7 (b) The Secretary of the State shall not approve any new voting
8  machine for use at elections, primaries and referenda held pursuant to

9 title 9 of the general statutes unless such machine is a type of voting
10  machine approved by an act of the General Assembly, except as
11  provided in subsection (d) of this section. Before enacting legislation to
12 replace mechanical lever voting machines with a new type of voting
13 machine, the General Assembly shall take into account the report of
14  the commission on new voting technology established under section 17
15  of this act.

16 (c) Upon enactment of legislation approving a new type of voting
17 machine under subsection (b) of this section, the Secretary of the State
18  shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter
19 54 of the general statutes, establishing (1) specifications and standards
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for the machine and provisions for the use of the machine, including,
but not limited to, the adjustment of the machine in preparation for
voting, the process of voting and the canvass of votes cast and
certifications, (2) the application procedure for approval by the
Secretary of a new voting machine, including the application and
examination fee, which shall be not more than two thousand dollars,
and (3) the procedure for the review of such applications, including
examination of the machines, and approval of the applications, by the
Secretary. No voting machine shall be used at an election, primary or
referendum held pursuant to title 9 of the general statutes unless
approved by the Secretary. If a new type of voting machine is being
phased in, the Secretary shall determine the phase-in schedule for

municipalities.

(d) The Secretary may approve a new type of machine using optical
scanning technology for absentee ballots at any election, primary or
referendum. Said approval shall be in accordance with the provisions
of section 9-150d of the general statutes, as amended by this act, and
regulations which the Secretary shall adopt, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54 of the general statutes, which shall include
specifications, standards and procedures as required under subsection

(c) of this section.

(e) No voting machine that records votes by means of holes
punched in designated voting response locations may be used at any
election, primary or referendum held pursuant to title 9 of the general

statutes.

(f) Any voting machine company that has had its voting machine
approved and subsequently alters such machine in any way shall
provide the Secretary with notice of such alterations, including a
description of the alterations and a statement of the purpose of the
alterations. If any such alterations appear to the Secretary to materially
affect the accuracy, appearance or efficiency of the machine, or modify
the machine so that it can no longer be used at elections, primaries and

referenda held pursuant to title 9 of the general statutes, the company
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shall, at the discretion of the Secretary, submit such alterations to the
Secretary for inspection and approval, at its own expense, before such

altered machines may be used.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (a) There is established an account to be known as the
"voting technologies account", which shall be a separate nonlapsing
account within the General Fund. The account may contain any
moneys required by law to be deposited in the account. Investment
earnings credited to the assets of said account shall become part of the
assets of said account. The moneys in said account shall be allocated

for the purposes of section 3 of this act.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 4-30a of the general
statutes, the State Treasurer shall transfer twenty million dollars of the
unappropriated surplus in the General Fund for the fiscal year ending

June 30, 2001, to the voting technologies account.

Sec. 3. (NEW) (a) The Secretary of the State shall establish a program
of grants to municipalities (1) for reconditioning or maintaining
existing mechanical lever voting machines for use until said machines
are replaced by a new type of voting machine, and (2) to defray the
costs of acquiring and installing any new type of voting machine
approved under section 1 of this act to replace existing mechanical
lever voting machines, including new voting machines for educational
purposes. No grant under subdivision (1) of this subsection shall
exceed, for each machine, five hundred dollars or the actual cost of

reconditioning or maintaining the machine, whichever is less.

(b) The Secretary may purchase a limited number of new or
reconditioned mechanical lever voting machines to extend the useful
life of voting machines currently used by municipalities until said

machines are replaced by a new type of voting machine.

Sec. 4. Section 9-242 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) A type of voting machine approved by an act of the General
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Assembly or a voting machine approved by the Secretary of the State,

pursuant to section 1 of this act, shall be so constructed as to provide

facilities for voting for the candidates of at least nine different parties
or organizations. [It] The machine shall (1) permit voting in absolute
secrecy, [. It shall be provided] (2) be equipped with a lock by means of

which any illegal movement of the voting or registering mechanism is
absolutely prevented, [. Such machine shall] and (3) be so constructed
that an elector cannot vote for a candidate or on a proposition for

whom or on which [he] the elector is not lawfully entitled to vote.

(b) [It] The machine shall be so constructed as to prevent an elector
from voting for more than one person for the same office, except when
[he] the elector is lawfully entitled to vote for more than one person for
that office, and it shall afford [him] the elector an opportunity to vote
for only as many persons for that office as [he] the elector is by law

entitled to vote for, at the same time preventing [his] the elector from

voting for the same person twice. [It] The machine shall be so

constructed that all votes cast will be registered or recorded by the

machine.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b) [, the Secretary
of the State may approve a voting machine which requires] of this

section, a type of voting machine approved by an act of the General

Assembly or a voting machine approved by the Secretary may require

the elector in the polls to place [his] the elector's ballot into the
recording device and which meets the voluntary performance and test
standards for voting systems adopted by the Federal Election
Commission on January 25, 1990, as amended from time to time, [and
regulations which the Secretary of the State may adopt in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 54,] provided the voting machine shall
(1) warn the elector of overvotes, (2) not record overvotes, and (3) not
record more than one vote of an elector for the same person for an

office.

Sec. 5. Section 9-150d of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof:
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A voting machine approved by the Secretary of the State under
section 9-242 and subsection (d) of section 1 of this act may be used to

count absentee ballots in any municipality at an election, primary or
referendum, provided the registrars of voters of the municipality
approve the use of such machine and the Secretary of the State
prescribes specifications for (1) the security, testing, set-up, operation
and canvassing of the machine, (2) such absentee ballots, and (3) the

training of election officials in the use of the machine.

Sec. 6. (NEW) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 9-250 of the
general statutes and any other section of the general statutes, a type of
voting machine approved by an act of the General Assembly or a voting
machine approved by the Secretary of the State may be a machine on
which the names of political parties and party designations cannot be
arranged in columns or horizontal rows immediately adjacent to the
column or row occupied by the candidate or candidates of such political
party or organization. If such a voting machine is so approved, the
names of the candidates on such machine shall be presented to the
elector by office or position and each candidate's name shall be presented
once for the office, followed by the candidate's party designation or party
designations and the names shall be listed in the order of the parties

specified in section 9-249a of the general statutes.

Sec. 7. (NEW) If a voting machine approved pursuant to section 6 of
this act is used at a primary, the provisions of section 9-437 of the general

statutes shall apply to the voting machine, except that:

(1) The names of party-endorsed candidates for an office or the
position of town committee member shall be listed first under the
appropriate title in alphabetical order, each followed by an asterisk and
the words "Slate A".

(2) Below the name of a party-endorsed candidate, if any, for a state
office shall be placed the name of a candidate whose name has appeared
on a single certificate filed under subsection (a) of section 9-400 of the

general statutes, proposing two or more candidates and proposing one

LCO {D:\Conversion\Tob\n\2001HB-05125-R03-HB.doc } 50f19



149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156

157
158
159

160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

175
176
177
178
179
180
181

Substitute Bill No. 5125

candidate for each state office to be contested at such primary. The name
of such candidate shall be followed by the words "Slate B". If more than
one such full slate of two or more state offices is filed, the Secretary of the
State shall determine by lot, in a ceremony which shall be open to the
public, the order and precedence as to alphabetical designation on the
ballot of the slate on each such certificate. Below such full slates, if any,
all other candidates for state office shall be placed in alphabetical order

under the appropriate office title.

(3) Below the name of a party-endorsed candidate, if any, for a district
office shall be placed the names of all other candidates for such office in

alphabetical order.

(4) Below the names of party-endorsed candidates, if any, for a
municipal office shall be placed in alphabetical order the names of
candidates for such office whose names appeared on a single petition
proposing two or more candidates and proposing the full number of
candidates for each office to be contested at such primary as the party
may nominate at the primary. The name of each such candidate shall be
followed by the words "Slate B". If more than one petition proposing
such full slate is filed, the names on each such petition shall be placed in
alphabetical order and precedence as to order and alphabetical
designation of each such full slate shall be given to the candidates whose
names appear on the first such petition filed and so on in chronological
order. The provisions of section 9-437 of the general statutes shall apply
when such order of filing is simultaneous or is unable to be determined.
Below such full slates, if any, all other candidates for municipal office
shall be placed in alphabetical order under the appropriate office title.

(5) Below the names of party-endorsed candidates, if any, for town
committee shall be placed in alphabetical order the names of candidates
whose names have appeared on a single petition. The name of each such
candidate shall be followed by the words "Slate B". If more than one
petition is filed, the names on each such petition shall be placed in
alphabetical order and the order and precedence as to alphabetical

designation of each such slate shall be determined in accordance with
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section 9-437 of the general statutes.

(6) In the case of a delegate primary, the slates shall be listed on the
ballot in the order prescribed by section 9-437 of the general statutes and
each slate shall be identified as it would have been identified pursuant to
section 9-437 of the general statutes on voting machines approved prior

to the effective date of this section.

(7) The position of the name of each candidate on the ballot shall be
determined as of the final time for filing candidacies specified in sections
9-400 and 9-405 of the general statutes and the provisions of section 9-437
of the general statutes relating to vacancies in candidacies thereafter

occurring shall apply.

Sec. 8. (NEW) (a) As used in sections 8 to 11, inclusive, of this act,
"state-wide centralized voter registration system" means a
computerized system containing voter registration information
prescribed by the Secretary of the State, which includes (1) information
contained in applications for admission as electors described in section
9-20 of the general statutes, (2) information needed to compile registry
lists and enrollment lists under sections 9-35 and 9-54 of the general
statutes, (3) information required by section 9-50a of the general
statutes, and (4) other information for use in complying with the

provisions of title 9 of the general statutes.

(b) The Secretary of the State shall continue to maintain a state-wide
centralized voter registration system. The Secretary shall, in
accordance with the provisions of sections 8 to 12, inclusive, of this act,
replace the state-wide centralized voter registration system in existence
on the effective date of this section with a new web-based system with
an enhanced application that allows for secure, digital communication
and transactions between municipalities and the system data base

residing with the state.

Sec. 9. (NEW) (a) The Secretary of the State and the Chief
Information Officer of the Department of Information Technology shall

continue the development of the new state-wide centralized voter
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registration system and shall conduct a field test of the new system in
fourteen municipalities during the November 2001, municipal
elections for the purposes of verifying completion of the new system
and measuring its capacity. Not later than September 1, 2001, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Registrars of Voters Association of
Connecticut, shall select the fourteen municipalities to participate in
the test. Two of said municipalities shall have a population of more
than one hundred thousand; three shall have a population of more
than fifty thousand, but not more than one hundred thousand; six shall
have a population of more than twenty-five thousand, but not more
than fifty thousand; and three shall have a population of not more than
twenty-five thousand. No municipality shall participate in said test
unless the registrars of voters of the municipality approve such

participation.

(b) Not later than November 27, 2001, the registrars of voters of said
municipalities shall submit, in writing, to the Secretary of the State a
final detailed compilation of all connectivity and related issues
reported with the new state-wide centralized voter registration system
between September 1, 2001, and November 6, 2001, inclusive.

(c) Not later than November 27, 2001, the Chief Information Officer
shall submit, in writing, to the Secretary of the State a final detailed
report of all (1) connectivity issues, (2) mainframe performance issues,
and (3) mainframe capacity issues experienced with the new state-
wide centralized voter registration between September 1, 2001, and

November 6, 2001, inclusive.

(d) Not later than December 31, 2001, the Secretary of the State shall
submit to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to elections either (1) a
certification that documents in detail that the new state-wide
centralized voter registration system is fully operational, or (2) a notice
that the system is not ready to be certified and the estimated date on
which it will become fully operational. If the Secretary does not submit

said certification to said committee by December 31, 2001, the
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Secretary shall submit the certification to said committee when the
system becomes fully operational. Before deciding to submit the
certification under this subsection, the Secretary shall take into account
the registrars' compilation under subsection (b) of this section, the
Chief Information Officer's report under subsection (c) of this section
and the recommendations of the State-Wide Centralized Voter
Registration System Advisory Board established under section 11 of
this act.

Sec. 10. (NEW) (a) Not later than February 1, 2003, or thirty days
after the Secretary of the State certifies under subsection (d) of section 9
of this act that the new state-wide centralized voter registration system
is fully operational, whichever is later, each registrar of voters shall
transmit to the office of the Secretary of the State all elector
information required by said office to complete said system. Each
registrar shall transmit such information in an electronic format
prescribed by the Secretary of the State. Registrars of voters may
transmit the information required under this subsection at any time
before said deadline.

(b) Upon certifying under subsection (d) of section 9 of this act that
the new state-wide centralized voter registration system is fully
operational, the Secretary shall establish a phase-in schedule that sets
forth the date when the registrars of voters of each municipality shall
be required to maintain all elector information on said system. Said
schedule shall begin on or after the deadline for the transmission of

information to the Secretary under subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 11. (NEW) (a) There is established a State-Wide Centralized
Voter Registration System Advisory Board, consisting of the following
members:

(1) The president of the Registrars of Voters Association of

Connecticut;

(2) The chairperson of the legislative committee of the Registrars of
Voters Association of Connecticut;
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(3) A registrar of voters of a municipality having a population of
seventy-five thousand or more, who shall be appointed by the speaker

of the House of Representatives;

(4) A registrar of voters of a municipality having a population of
less than seventy-five thousand, who shall be appointed by the
president pro tempore of the Senate;

(5) Two registrars of voters appointed by the Governor;

(6) The Chief Information Officer of the Department of Information
Technology, or the officer's designee;

(7) The chairperson of the State Elections Enforcement Commission,

or the chairperson's designee;

(8) The president of the Connecticut Town Clerks Association, Inc.,

or the president's designee; and

(9) The president of the League of Women Voters of Connecticut, or

the president's designee.

(b) Three or more of the registrars designated or appointed under
subsection (a) of this section shall be from municipalities that use the

state-wide centralized voter registration system.

(c) The president of the Registrars of Voters Association of
Connecticut shall serve as chairperson of the board. The office of the

Secretary of the State shall provide administrative support for the
board.

(d) The board shall (1) develop criteria for evaluating the field test
conducted under section 9 of this act, (2) evaluate said field test and
submit a report on the board's findings and recommendations to the
Secretary of the State and the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to elections, and (3)
advise the Secretary of the State and the joint standing committee of

the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
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elections, regarding the on-going operation of the new state-wide
centralized voter registry system and measures that can be taken to

improve the system and make it easier for registrars of voters to use.

(e) All appointments to the board shall be made no later than thirty
days after the effective date of this section. The chairperson of the
board shall schedule the first meeting of the board, which shall be held

no later than sixty days after the effective date of this section.

Sec. 12. (a) For the purposes described in subsection (b) of this
section, the State Bond Commission shall have the power, from time to
time, to authorize the issuance of bonds of the state in one or more
series and in principal amounts not exceeding in the aggregate eighty-
six thousand eight hundred fifty dollars.

(b) On and after the date that the Secretary of the State certifies
under subsection (d) of section 9 of this act that the new state-wide
centralized voter registration system is fully operational, the proceeds
of the sale of said bonds, to the extent of the amount stated in
subsection (a) of this section, shall be used by the office of the Secretary
of the State to facilitate the participation of municipalities in the new
state-wide centralized voter registration system, including, but not
limited to, providing grants-in-aid to municipalities for the acquisition
of computers and computer printers and the installation of ISDN
telecommunication lines to carry out the purposes of section 10 of this
act. A grant-in-aid to any municipality under this subsection shall be in
an amount sufficient to enable the municipality to acquire one
computer and one computer printer. As used in this section, "state-
wide centralized voter registration system" has the meaning assigned

to it in section 8 of this act.

(c) All provisions of section 3-20 of the general statutes, or the
exercise of any right or power granted thereby, which are not
inconsistent with the provisions of this section are hereby adopted and
shall apply to all bonds authorized by the State Bond Commission

pursuant to this section, and temporary notes in anticipation of the
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money to be derived from the sale of any such bonds so authorized
may be issued in accordance with said section 3-20 and from time to
time renewed. Such bonds shall mature at such time or times not
exceeding twenty years from their respective dates as may be provided
in or pursuant to the resolution or resolutions of the State Bond
Commission authorizing such bonds. None of said bonds shall be
authorized except upon a finding by the State Bond Commission that
there has been filed with it a request for such authorization which is
signed by or on behalf of the Secretary of the Office of Policy and
Management and states such terms and conditions as said commission,
in its discretion, may require. Said bonds issued pursuant to this
section shall be general obligations of the state and the full faith and
credit of the state of Connecticut are pledged for the payment of the
principal of and interest on said bonds as the same become due, and
accordingly and as part of the contract of the state with the holders of
said bonds, appropriation of all amounts necessary for punctual
payment of such principal and interest is hereby made, and the State
Treasurer shall pay such principal and interest as the same become
due.

Sec. 13. Subsection (a) of section 9-158c of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) Not earlier than forty-five days before the election and not later
than the close of the polls on election day, each resident, or former
resident who desires to vote in a presidential election under sections 9-
158a to 9-158m, inclusive, may apply for a "presidential ballot" to the

municipal clerk of the town in which [he] the resident or former

resident is qualified to vote on the form prescribed in section 9-158d.
Application for a "presidential ballot" may be made in person or
absentee, in the manner provided for applying for an absentee ballot
under section 9-140, except as provided in said sections 9-158a to 9-

158m, inclusive. A resident or former resident applying for a

"presidential ballot" in person shall present to the clerk the resident's

or former resident's Social Security card or any other preprinted form

of identification which shows the name and the address, signature or
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photograph of the resident or former resident.

Sec. 14. Subsection (a) of section 9-158d of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(a) The application for a presidential ballot shall be [a form signed in
duplicate by the applicant under penalty of false statement in absentee

balloting, which] in the form of an affidavit executed in duplicate, and

sworn to or affirmed before an officer authorized to administer oaths,

and shall provide substantially as follows:
To the Town Clerk of the Town of .... Connecticut

I, the undersigned, [declare under penalty of false statement in

absentee balloting] swear or affirm that the following statements are

true:
1.1 am a citizen of the United States.

2. I have not forfeited my electoral privileges because of conviction

of a disfranchising crime.

3. I'was born on ..., and on the day of the next presidential election,
I shall be at least 18 years of age. Check and complete 4 or 5, whichever
applies:

4. RESIDENT. I am a bona fide resident of the above town, to which
I am making this application, and I reside at .... Street. I moved to said
town on the .... day of ...., 20... Before becoming a resident of said town,

I resided at .... Street, in the Town of .... County of ...., State of .....

5. FORMER RESIDENT. I am a former resident of the above town,
to which I am making this application, and resided at .... Street therein.
I moved from such town to my present town of residence on the ....
day of ..., 20.., being within thirty days before the date of the next
presidential election, and for that reason I cannot register to vote in
said presidential election in my present town of residence. I am now a

bona fide resident of the Town of ...., in the state of ...., now residing at
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.... Street therein.

6. I hereby apply for a "presidential ballot" for the election to be held
on ..., 20... I have not voted and will not vote otherwise than by this
ballot at that election. I am not eligible to vote for electors of President
and Vice-President in any other town in Connecticut or in any other

state.
7. The said ballot is to be given to me personally mailed to me at
... (bona fide mailing address)
Dated at ..., this .... day of .... 20...
... (Signature of applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me this .... day of ....
20...

.... (Signature and title of officer administering oath)

The oath administered in connection with any such application may

be administered by any officer empowered to administer oaths under

section 1-24 or any officer empowered to administer oaths under the

laws of any state or by any commissioned officer in the armed forces,

or any consul, vice consul or deputy consul representing the United

States in a foreign country, and shall be attested by such officer over

the officer's signature and title or statement of rank.

Sec. 15. Subsection (a) of section 9-158e of the general statutes is

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof:

(@) Upon receipt of an application for a presidential ballot under

sections 9-158a to 9-158m, inclusive, and after checking the preprinted

form of identification presented by an applicant who applies in person,

the clerk, if satisfied that the application is proper and that the
applicant is qualified to vote under said sections, shall forthwith give

or mail to the applicant, as the case may be, a ballot for presidential
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and vice-presidential electors for use at the election and instructions

and envelopes for its return. If the applicant has sworn on the

application that the applicant is a Connecticut resident, the clerk shall

include with the presidential ballot an application for admission as an

elector under section 9-23¢ and shall notify the applicant that the

applicant may cast said presidential ballot only if the applicant

completes the application for admission as an elector and returns it to

the clerk with the completed presidential ballot. At such time the

clerks shall also mail a duplicate of the application for a presidential

ballot to the appropriate official of (1) the state or the town in this state
in which the applicant last resided in the case of an applicant who is a
resident, or (2) the state or the town in this state in which the applicant

now resides in the case of an applicant who is a former resident.

Sec. 16. Section 9-158¢g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof:

The voter shall sign the certification upon the inner envelope,
securely seal it, enclose it in an outer serially-numbered envelope, and
return it to the municipal clerk of the town in which [he] the voter is
qualified to vote. The clerk shall keep it in [his] the clerk's office until
delivered by [him] the clerk to the registrars of voters at the same time
and in the same manner as is provided for absentee ballots. If the ballot
is returned by a person other than the voter or the United States Postal
Service, the person delivering the ballot shall sign [his] the person's
name and address and the date and time of its delivery on the outer
envelope in the clerk's presence. The ballot, to be cast, shall be returned
so that it is received by the town clerk not later than the close of the

polls on the day of the election. If the applicant is a Connecticut

resident and the ballot is not accompanied by a completed application

for admission as an elector under section 9-23¢, the clerk shall endorse

on the face of said outer envelope the word "rejected" and the ballot

shall not be counted. If the applicant returns the ballot in person, the

applicant shall present to the clerk the applicant's Social Security card

or any other preprinted form of identification which shows the name

and the address, signature or photograph of the applicant.
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Sec. 17. (a) There is established a Blue Ribbon Commission on
Voting Technology and Procedures.

(b) The commission shall consist of the following members:
(1) One appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives;
(2) One appointed by the president pro tempore of the Senate;

(3) One appointed by the majority leader of the House of
Representatives, who shall represent the Connecticut Town Clerks

Association, Inc.;

(4) One appointed by the majority leader of the Senate, who shall

represent the Registrars of Voters Association of Connecticut;

(5) One appointed by the minority leader of the House of
Representatives, who shall represent the Connecticut Town Clerks

Association, Inc.;

(6) One appointed by the minority leader of the Senate, who shall
represent the Registrars of Voters Association of Connecticut;

(7) The chairpersons and ranking members of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters

relating to elections, or their designees;
(8) Two persons appointed by the Governor;
(9) The Secretary of the State, or the Secretary's designee;

(10) The chairperson of the State Elections Enforcement

Commission, or the chairperson's designee;

(11) The director of the Office of Protection and Advocacy for
Persons with Disabilities, or the director's designee;

(12) The president of the League of Women Voters of Connecticut,

or the president's designee; and
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(13) The chairperson of each major party, as defined in section 9-372

of the general statutes.

(c) Any member of the commission appointed under subdivision
(1), (2), (7) or (8) of subsection (b) of this section may be a member of
the General Assembly.

(d) All appointments to the commission shall be made no later than
thirty days after the effective date of this section. Any vacancy shall be
tilled by the appointing authority.

(e) The chairpersons of the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to elections, or their
designees, shall serve as chairpersons of the commission. The
chairpersons of the commission shall schedule the first meeting of the
commission, which shall be held no later than sixty days after the
effective date of this section.

(f) The administrative staff of the joint standing committee of the
General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to elections

shall serve as administrative staff of the commission.

(g) (1) The commission shall study (A) the use of a new type of
voting machine to replace mechanical lever voting machines at
primaries, elections and referenda held pursuant to title 9 of the
general statutes, and (B) the application deadline for presidential
ballots.

(2) Not later than October 1, 2002, the commission shall submit a
report on its findings and recommendations concerning a new type of
voting machine to the Secretary of the State and the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to elections, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a
of the general statutes. The report shall include findings and
recommendations concerning (A) the new type of voting machine that
the General Assembly should approve for use in all elections,

primaries and referenda held pursuant to title 9 of the general statutes,
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(B) a plan and timetable for installing the recommended new voting
machines, (C) a plan and timetable for a pilot program and a phase-in
of new machines at two or more elections, primaries or referenda, (D)
the maintenance of the new machines, (E) the requirements for
necessary training and public information concerning the new
machines, (F) an estimate of the remaining useful life of existing
mechanical lever voting machines and an estimate of the costs of
maintaining such machines until a new type of voting machine is fully
operational, (G) the status of any pending federal legislation to provide
funding to the states for new voting technology, and (H) the criteria for
distributing grants-in-aid to municipalities pursuant to section 3 of this
act.

(3) Not later than February 1, 2002, the commission shall submit a
report on its findings and recommendations concerning the
application deadline for presidential ballots to the Secretary of the
State and the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to elections, in accordance with the
provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes. The report shall
include findings and recommendations that address both (A)
maintaining the current election day application deadline, including
improvements to current procedures to reduce the burden of said
deadline on town clerks and other election officials, and (B) changing
the deadline to an earlier date, including a determination of the best
date to maximize voter participation and facilitate election

administration.

(h) The commission shall terminate on the date that it submits the
final report under subsection (g) of this section or October 1, 2002,
whichever is earlier.

Sec. 18. Sections 9-241 and 9-242a of the general statutes are

repealed.

Sec. 19. This act shall take effect from its passage.
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GAE Joint Favorable Subst.

PD Joint Favorable
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